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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 16196 

EXDIS 

FOR UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON 

E.O. 11652GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, UR, US 

SUBJ: VENUE FOR OIL NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: MOSCOW 15903 AND PREVIOUS 

1. WE HAVE PRESSED SOVIETS FOR EARLY RESPONSE TO US PRO- 
POSAL TO BEGIN OIL NEGOTIATIONS BOTH DURING MEETING WITH 
KUZMIN AND SEVERAL TIMES AT WORKING LEVEL SINCE THAT MEETING. 
BECAUSE KUZMIN AND PATOLICHEV ARE UNDOUBTEDLY AWARE OF THE 
URGENCY OF THIS ISSUE FOR THE US GOVERNMENT, I HAVE REFRAINED 
FROM PRESSING THEM PERSONALLY. 

2. SOVIET FOCUS ON OIL NEGOTIATIONS QUESTION HAS PROBABLY 
BEEN HAMPERED BY NATIONAL HOLIDAYS NOVEMBER 7-8, PREPARATIONS 
FOR CURRENT VISIT OF FRG PRESIDENT SCHEEL, AND BY PREPARA- 
TIONS FOR COMECON SUMMIT EXPECTED IN MOSCOW LATER THIS 
MONTH (PATOLICHEV IS CHAIRMAN OF COMECON PERMANENT 
FOREIGN TRADE COMMISSION AND LEFT MOSCOW NOVEMBER 10 

FOR WEEK-LONG MEETING OF COMMISSION IN TBILISI). 

3. GIVEN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO 
REACH PATOLICHEV DIRECTLY UNTIL BEGINNING OF NEXT WEEK 

AT EARLIEST. I PROPOSE TO APPROACH HIM AT THAT TIME, IF SOVIETS 
HAVE NOT REPLIED IN MEANTIME AND WASHINGTON PRIORTIES PERMIT THIS 
ADDITIONAL DELAY. 
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4. PLEASE ADVISE. 

MATLOCK 
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